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 “This tribute to Harvey Milk is long overdue… It is indeed time for his legacy to be commemorated with a place of honor and distinction in San Francisco’s City Hall.”

- Mayor Gavin Newsom
DAUB, FIRMIN, HENDRICKSON SCULPTURE GROUP SELECTED TO CREATE 

HARVEY MILK Commemorative Sculpture 
For Immediate Release - San Francisco, MARCH 9, 2007

What: 

The Daub, Firmin, Hendrickson Sculpture group was announced as the winner of the national competition to create a commemorative sculpture of the late Supervisor 
Harvey Milk for permanent exhibition in San Francisco City Hall. The winner was selected by a panel of community representatives and arts professionals. (see below.)

When: 

On March, 5, 2007 the San Francisco Art Commission approved the selection of 
The Daub, Firmin, Hendrickson Sculpture group as the winning artists/team. 

The target date for a free public unveiling of the finished sculpture in City Hall is on 
Harvey Milk’s birthday - Thursday, May 22, 2008. Hours TBA

Where:

Free public unveiling ceremony to celebrate the installation of the completed sculpture 
- San Francisco City Hall, One Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Location TBA.

The Daub Firmin Hendrickson Sculpture group was selected as the winner of the national competition to create a commemorative sculpture of the late Supervisor Harvey Milk. As one of the first openly gay elected officials in the world, Milk became a hero to the Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender civil rights movement. On November 27, 1978 Mr. Milk and then SF Mayor George Moscone were assassinated in their City Hall offices. Mayor Moscone’s outspoken support for the LGBT rights movement was unprecedented at that time. 

The winning artists team was selected by a panel of judges comprised of community members and arts professionals. (see list below). The panel was charged with the selection of three finalists from over 40 entries in a national competition that was launched on June 1, 2006. 
The clay maquettes and pedestal drawings by the three finalists were displayed for the public for four days in San Francisco City Hall in January 2007. 

The public was invited to submit written commentary about the proposals displayed and to indicate their favorite. The judging panel then reconvened to select the winning proposal after reviewing the maquettes and the public commentary. Over 300 commentary forms were submitted which overwhelmingly favored the Daub, Firmin, Hendrickson proposal. The winning team will be will be given a full year to complete the finished sculpture. The commemorative sculpture and pedestal will be 75” in height. The selected artist will be awarded $57,500 

to fabricate a bronze sculpture with a stone base that will include an excerpt from Harvey Milk’s beloved Hope speech. The Ceremonial Rotunda adjacent to the Board of Supervisor’s Chambers is being considered as a site for the Milk sculpture pending confirmation. Display area TBD.

The inscription on the pedestal will read:

Harvey Bernard Milk May 22, 1930 – November 27, 1978

Elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors on Nov. 8, 1977
The only thing they have to look forward to is hope. And you have to give them hope.
 Hope for a better world, hope for a better tomorrow, hope for a better place to come to if the pressures at home are too great. Hope that all will be right. 
- Harvey Milk, The Hope Speech, 1978
Presented as a gift to the City of San Francisco by the Bob Ross Foundation and hundreds of

individual donors from around the world. Collection of the San Francisco Arts Commission
The winners: Eugene Daub, Rob Firmin and Jonah Hendrickson of The Daub, Firmin Hendrickson  Sculpture Group are from the San Francisco Bay Area and are all highly regarded for their extensive experience with commemorative sculpture of civic leaders. 

The idea of honoring Harvey Milk with a sculpture to be placed inside City Hall generated much interest and attracted applicants representing the best in the field nation-wide. The winners share the enthusiasm of the organizers in this great opportunity to commemorate Harvey Milk. dfhsculpturegroup@sbcglobal.net phone: 510/ 524- 2235

The non-profit Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee launched the sculpture competition in June 2006 after a three-year fundraising drive. The competition is being co-produced by the Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee and The San Francisco Arts Commission and was made possible through major funding provided by the Bob Ross Foundation as well as by donations by hundreds of individuals and organizations from around the world.

The late Bob Ross was one of the first people in San Francisco to give Milk a platform for his political aspirations in Ross’s then nascent SF LGBT newspaper Bay Area Reporter and the two men remained close friends until Milk’s death.  The gift from the Bob Ross Foundation is especially poignant because Ross was one of four people Milk named as preferred successors in the event of his assassination. 

The selection panel:

Jewelle Gomez;
Poet, Library Commissioner and Program Officer at Horizons Foundation Gary Nathan;
Spectrum LGBT news publisher, Milk City Hall Memorial Committee

Dan Nicoletta;
Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee and friend of Harvey Milk

Jeannene Pryzyblyski;
Artist and Urban Strategist and SF Arts Commissioner

Dugald Stermer;
Artist, Educator and former SF Arts Commissioner

Timeline:

October 15, 2001 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors unanimously passes a resolution calling for the creation of a memorial to Supervisor Harvey Milk for City Hall.

January 9, 2003

Supervisor Matt Gonzales calls a press conference and establishes a place for donations to be made in the SF Controller’s Office in order to foster public financing of the sculpture. After one year, $3,000 in contributions are collected.

February 2004  

The non profit org. SFLGBT Pride Parade and Celebration, Inc. parents the formation of The Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee as a non profit 501(c)3 organization which is charged with continued fundraising and fostering public outreach/awareness about the effort to place of sculpture of Milk in City Hall.

February 2004 - February 2006  

After 2 years of outreach at Street Fairs and events, response from the public sector remains largely informed by small individual donors. The non-profit organization HMCHMC continues to work hard to reach their goal of raising $85,000.00 to produce a contest and purchase the sculpture. HMCHMC raises $32,000.00 during this time period.

February 10, 2006 

The Bob Ross Foundation makes a second substantial gift enabling the non profit HMCHMC to reach the budget for the sculpture purchase phase of the project and to launch the call to artist /competition phase of the project. 

March 6, 2006 

The San Francisco Art Commission is asked to co-manage the sculpture competition with 
The Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee. The competition is formally launched on 
June 1, 2006, with an application deadline of Aug. 1, 2006. 42 applicants from across the US enter the contest. Three finalists are chosen on  Aug. 14,2006, with a deadline for submissions of maquettes and proposal drawings on Jan 4, 2007. The 3 finalists, Bruce Wolfe, Cedric Wentworth and the Daub, Firmin Hendrickson Sculpture group, all from the SF bay area were awarded 2,500.00 each for the creation of their maquettes and proposals.

January 10 - 16, 2007 

Sponsored by Mayor Newsom, a public display and reception in City Hall of the finalists maquettes and proposals is co-produced in true Harvey Milk style grassroots collaboration with City government. Several hundred people attend the reception and view the maquettes throughout the week long display and respond enthusiastically. A myriad of  Public Officials attend and give speeches, including Stuart Milk, an openly gay activist who is a nephew of Harvey Milk’s. The reception and the exhibition is accurately characterized in the press as a shining momentin the great city of San Francisco.

February 27, 2007 

After consideration of the public commentary and presentations by the three finalists, the judging panel chooses the winner of the competition.

March 5, 2007 

The full San Francisco Art Commission approves the decision of the judging panelists to award the contest prize to The Daub Firmin Hendrickson Sculpture Group.

March 2007 thru early 2008 

Sculptors complete the project with periodic reviews of the work in progress by the SFAC and HMCHMC.

May 22, 2008 targeted date for free public unveiling of the finished installed work.

Quotes:

Daub, Firmin, Hendrickson  Sculpture Group;

Our goal was to capture Harvey Milk's animated, intelligent and humorous nature in our bust, and elements of his story in bas reliefs on the pedestal. We hope that the sculpture, by permanently placing Harvey at the center of San Francisco politics, will enhance the meaning of City Hall and inspire all of us to rediscover Harvey's tireless fight for the fundamental principles of our democracy -- reminding us that we are all responsible for defending the rights of our fellow citizens. We are tremendously honored to have the opportunity to contribute to Harvey's legacy.

Tom Horn, Publisher of Bay Area Reporter and Director of the Bob Ross Foundation - I am delighted with the choice of the selection committee.  While all the entries were excellent, the general buzz around City Hall during the public input time was particularly strong for the Daub Firmin Hendrickson entry.  Harvey would be pleased that the general public had an opportunity for real participation.  The Bob Ross Foundation is proud to be part of the process in creating this important tribute to Harvey.

Dan Nicoletta, photographer and former employee in Milk’s Castro Street Camera store and co-chair of the Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee - no project about Harvey has meant more to me than the creation of this place of pilgrimage inside City Hall where he served all San Franciscans as well as all lesbian gay, bisexual and transgender individuals and their supporters world-wide. I feel the proposal by Daub Firmin and Hendrickson is best suited to foster the tradition of story-telling that the Milk Memorial Committee envisioned for this Memorial. The need to consistently reach out to those who do not know much about Milk’s legacy is palpable and will remain so throughout time. Thankfully the need and potential for such a story telling dimension was not lost on this team of incredible artists and the public who overwhelmingly favored their proposal. When you look at this stunning sculpture it will be impossible to come away not knowing that something poignant happened.

Richard Newirth, director of Cultural Affairs at the San Francisco Arts Commission, 
–“The Arts Commission is honored to work on a project that will commemorate the legacy of one of San Francisco’s great civic heroes. My staff and I are inspired by the passion of the Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee to see this project realized.”

Anne Kronenberg, former legislative assistant to Supervisor Harvey Milk; 
This fitting Memorial has been a long time coming, let’s bring Harvey Milk back to City Hall!

Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee is a 501(c)3 non profit organization sponsored by The San Francisco Lesbian and Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Pride Celebration Committee. 

For more information or to support us in an ongoing effort to continue to preserve and educate about Harvey Milk’s Legacy or for unveiling event sponsorship opportunities in 2008, we can be reached c/o Harvey Milk City Hall Memorial Committee, 1800 Market Street, Box 42, 
San Francisco CA 94102 or www.milkmemorial.org  All donations are tax deductible and can be made online as well as in check form. 

For photographs of Harvey Milk or interviews with Dan Nicoletta

Please call publicist Lawrence Helman at (415) 661-1260.

Or visit http://www.milkmemorial.org/press.html
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